
 

MAYORS ARTS AWARD LUNCH  
HONOURS  

BUILDERS OF TORONTO’S ARTISTIC DREAMS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 5, 2006, Toronto, ON – Those who have contributed 
extensively to the arts in Toronto were honoured today at The Mayor’s Arts Awards Lunch at the 
Fairmont Royal York. A multitude of distinguished guests, including jazz maven Molly Johnson, 
Harbourfront CEO Bill Boyle, and visual and media artist Vera Frenkel, were in attendance to 
honour Natasha Mytnowych, Peter Chin, and Jeanne Lamon, C.M. and other recipients of 
the 2006 Toronto Arts Council Foundation Awards. Mayor David Miller hosted the event, while 
media personality Jian Ghomeshi served as master of ceremonies. 

In his welcome message, Mayor Miller stated, “Toronto’s artists are at the heart of what makes 
our city great. Their talent, drive and inspiration have revitalized our streets, provoked our 
imaginations, and broadened our perspectives.” 

Mayor Miller also praised those in attendance “whose unflagging efforts have helped make sure 
that more of us are able to see, hear, attend and participate in the city’s great works of art.”  

“Today’s honorees have something essential in common: they are engaged in city building,” 
says Claire Hopkinson, Executive Director, Toronto Arts Council and Foundation. “Whether 
establishing new buildings or developing the voice of youth, building cultural diversity or bringing 
international acclaim to Toronto, by creating new art forms or through providing vital support to 
the arts, these individuals and organizations build the cultural riches of this city and help to 
make Toronto’s artistic dreams a reality.” 

“RBC is pleased to join in this celebration of those who ensure that the arts continue to thrive” 
says Stephen Voisin, Executive Director, RBC Foundation. “These individuals inspire us to 
make a difference with initiatives such as the RBC Emerging Artist Award.”  

The recipients of the 2006 Toronto Arts Council Awards are: 

RBC Emerging Artist Award – Natasha Mytnowych, theatre producer, director, and arts 
leader, who has been a passionate advocate for the arts, with a particular focus on encouraging 
youth to find their artistic voice. 

The Globe and Mail Toronto Business for the Arts Award – CIBC Mellon for their 
exceptional financial support and for strategically integrating the performing arts into meaningful 
cross-promotional partnerships. 

Muriel Sherrin Award for International Achievement in Music and Dance – Peter Chin has 
inspired the arts community through his international and interdisciplinary collaborations; his 
inclusive approach to choreography, his commitment to working with young people and elders, 
and his compassionate view of the human world, ultimately creating a profound legacy for 
dance. 
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Roy Thomson Hall Award of Recognition – Jeanne Lamon, C.M., Music Director, performer, 
teacher, who celebrates her 25th year as the driving force behind Tafelmusik and who 
demonstrates a breadth of talents from performance, teaching and administration to 
philanthropy and fundraising, establishing her reputation across a very broad spectrum. 

William Kilbourn Award for the Celebration of Toronto’s Cultural Life – Albert Schultz, 
Artistic Director, Soulpepper Theatre Company, for his ability to galvanize resources and make 
things happen. Soulpepper Theatre and the Young Centre bring exceptional performance to the 
Distillery District, offer critically important outreach to disadvantaged youth and are a driving 
force in the community. 

Recipients were selected by an illustrious selection panel, which included Megan Follows, Don 
McKellar, Lata Pada, and Jim Fleck. 

The Mayor’s Arts Awards Lunch was sponsored by RBC Financial Group, a Founding Partner of 
the Lunch. Awards Benefactors include: Diana Bennett and Spencer Lanthier, Bregman + 
Hamann Architects, Economic Development, Culture and Tourism, City of Toronto, Fairmont 
Hotels and Resorts, George A. Fierheller, The George Partnership, The Globe and Mail, Donald 
K. Johnson, C.M., The John McKellar Charitable Foundation, RBH Inc., The Corporation of 
Massey Hall and Roy Thomson Hall and Sun Life Financial. 

Presented at the Mayors Arts Awards Lunch, the Toronto Arts Council Foundation Awards 
celebrate artists, cultural professionals and arts supporters from every creative discipline. The 
Toronto Arts Council Foundation Awards are designed to highlight the significant contributions 
made by our city’s cultural leadership. 

Toronto Arts Council Foundation is an important voice for the arts in Toronto. TACF has a two 
fold mission: to increase awareness of the value that artists and arts organizations bring to the 
city of Toronto, and to increase resources for the arts.  

For more information about the Toronto Arts Council Foundation Awards and The Mayors Arts 
Award Lunch, visit www.torontoarts.org. 

Full bios for TACF Executives, Selection Committee, and Nominees are available on request. 
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MEDIA CONTACT: Victoria Lord, VLPR Inc., (416) 484-9047 x224 and victoria@vlpr.com 


